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REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request favorable 
reconsideration of this application. 

The specification and claims have been amended to 
address the informalities noted by the Examiner and 
otherwise to place this application in better form for 
issue. Claims 2 and 3 have additionally been amended to 
recite that the elastic member has a Young's modulus of 100 
to 900 Mpa, similarly to Claim 1. Dependent Claims 4-6 have 
been added to provide specific protection for a preferred 
feature of Applicants' invention. 

Claims 1-3 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a) as 
being anticipated by Kobayashi et al. At least as presently 
amended, however, the claims clearly distinguish patentably 
from Kobayashi et al- 

Kobayashi et al. teaches that the cited elastic member 
14 7 is molded of rubber, such as NBR, CR, and similar 
relatively soft material. As shown in the attached tables 
(Japanese with English translation) excerpted from "Rubber 
Industrial Handbook,'' a natural rubber such as NBR or CR has 
a Young's Modulus that is far below the range specified in 
the Applicants' claims. Moreover, as is evident from Figure 
1 and the related discussion in the instant application, the 
use of a material having a Young's modulus of 100 to 900 MPa 
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range provides significant advantage over materials having 
relatively lower or higher stiffness. The teachings of 
Kobayashi et al. would not have suggested such advantage to ' 
one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Accordingly, Claims 1-3 distinguish patentably from 
Kobayashi et al. and should now be allowed. Dependent 
Claims 4-6 should also be allowed, as Kobayashi does not 
suggest the use of a material as set forth those claims. 

Applicants respectfully request that this application 
now be passed to issue. 

Applicants also request that in the Notice of 
Allowability the Examiner confirm receipt of the priority 
document from the International Bureau, Regarding the 
Examiner' s suggested addition of priority information at the 
beginning of the specification, it is noted that Office will 
print the foreign priority data on the title page of the 
patent. Consequently, such amendment of the specification 
is unnecessary. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge to 
Deposit Account No. 50-1165 (XA-10199) any fees under 37 
C.F.R. §§ 1-16 and 1.17 that may be required by this paper 
and to credit any overpayment to that Account. If any 
extension of time is required in connection with the filing 
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of this paper and has not been separately requested^ such 
extension is hereby requested. 



Miles & Stockbridge, P.C. 
1751 Pinnacle Drive 
Suite 500 

McLean, Virginia 22102-3833 
(703) 903-9000 

January 27, 2006 

MirSV/iX/jtth'iWJt 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile 
transmitted to the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
on January 27, 2006 . 



Respectfully submitted. 




Reg. No. 31,568 
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Table 1-1 Kind and Cliaracter of Synthetic Rubber 
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